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As we continue our study of the letter to the Ephesians today, I thought it might be beneficial to 

take a step back from the letter and look at the man who wrote it.  We know him best as the Apostle 

Paul, but for the first half of his life he was better known by the Hebrew name his parents had given him 

likely when he was eight days old at the time of his circumcision.  His parents circumcised him because, 

although they lived in the Gentile region of Asia Minor which today we know as Turkey, they were 

Jews, descendants of the tribe of Benjamin (Philippians 3:5).  They named their son Saul after the first 

king of Israel, another Benjaminite.  But the Greeks who lived nearby had another name for the boy: 

Paulus they called him or Paul, which means “little one.” 

As Saul grew his zeal for religion grew with him.  Perhaps it was the melting pot of Tarsus 

where he lived, a flourishing trade port and university city filled with the empty philosophies of the 

Greeks, the Persians, the Romans, and so many others whom he had encountered, that led him at last to 

the decision to go to Jerusalem and to study there under the instruction of Rabbi Gamaliel, the most 

renowned Jewish teacher of his day (Acts 22:3).  What a treasure it was to be a Jew, Saul reasoned.  And 

what a tragedy that so many of his own people took for granted their God, treated so flippantly the laws 

he had passed down to them, and even fraternized with the unclean Gentile peoples.  He dedicated 

himself to the study of those laws, rising up through the ranks of the Pharisees, so that he might also be 

able to teach the Torah to his countrymen.  So that he could share his zeal with them. 

The man Jesus, whom many had thought to be the long-awaited Messiah, had been crucified just 

outside the city of Jerusalem.  It was the hopes of Saul and the other Pharisees that the sect which Jesus 

had begun during his life would die out now that He Himself was dead.  There had been rumors that this 

Jesus had risen from the dead but hadn’t the soldiers who stood guard at the tomb testified that His 

disciples had come and stolen His body away?  That was, at least, what Saul had heard (Matthew 28:13-

15).  And yet this sect of Jesus’ disciples kept growing.  It was astounding to Saul how many thousands 

believed the message his followers were proclaiming.  And what a blasphemous message it was.  They 

freely taught that this carpenter from Nazareth was God’s own Son.  It had to stop.   

At last, Saul had the opportunity to hear a sermon from one of these followers of Jesus firsthand.  

A man named Stephen, one of their leaders, had been brought before the Sanhedrin on charges that he 

was promoting the abandonment of the customs that had been handed down by Moses.  As Saul listened 

to Stephen’s defense it became apparent to him that if the message of Jesus which Stephen proclaimed 

were to triumph it would mean the end of the Jewish traditions and institutions he held so fondly in his 

heart.  He watched approvingly as Stephen was dragged out of the city and stoned to death (Acts 8:1).  

But one man was not enough, from that very day Saul championed the first broad-scale persecution of 

the followers of the Way, this sect of Jesus.   

He drove every last one of them out the city of Jerusalem, seizing as many as possible and 

throwing them into prison.  But even with the followers of Jesus removed from Jerusalem, and a vast 

inquisition in place throughout the nation that went from synagogue to synagogue seeking to root out 

and destroy the remainder of these disciples of Jesus, torturing them if necessary to force them to 

confess their belief that Jesus was the Messiah, even after all of this, Saul was still not satisfied.  By 

now, the teachings of this sect had spread beyond the borders of Israel and so, he thought, must his 

campaign against them.  He started hunting disciples in foreign cities as well.  He sought permission 



from the High Priest and, with his blessing, set out for the capital of neighboring Assyria to find the 

followers of the Way there and bring them back bound for trial in Jerusalem (Acts 26:9-11). 

Imagine the look on the faces of the disciples in Damascus when Saul stepped into the room 

where they were gathered.  They had heard he was coming and they knew his intent.  “It’s him,” they 

must have thought, “This is it then, isn’t it?”  But then they would have seen the man with Saul, 

Ananias, a leader from their congregation.  They listened as Ananias and Saul explained all that had 

taken place over the past few days, how Jesus their risen and ascended Lord had appeared to Saul and 

had called him to repentance and how Jesus had spoken to Saul saying, I have appeared to you to 

appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of Me.  I will rescue 

you from your own people and from the Gentiles.  I am sending you to them to open their eyes and 

turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive 

forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in Me (Acts 26:16-18). 

Ananias could confirm that the Lord had appeared to him as well saying, This man is My 

chosen instrument to proclaim My name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel 

(Acts 9:15).  So the disciples in Damascus welcomed Saul and I’m sure many tears were shed as he 

found opportunity to confess his sins and receive the news of forgiveness from his brothers and sisters in 

Christ and as they saw the power of their God at work in the man who had once sought to destroy them.   

Their time together, however, was short-lived.  In just a matter of days the impact that Saul was 

making with his testimony had reached the ears of the Jewish leaders of the synagogue of Damascus.  

Furious that the man who was supposed to help them drive these disciples of Jesus out of their city had 

now become their champion and had championed too the message that Jesus had indeed risen from the 

dead and that He truly was God’s Messiah, they plotted to kill him.  Learning of the conspiracy, the 

disciples helped Saul to escape, lowering him over the walls of the city in a basket so that he wouldn’t 

be seen leaving the gates (Acts 9:23-25).   

From his letter to the Galatians, we learn that Paul spent the next three years traveling to Arabia 

and then home once again to Tarsus before finally going to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles.  What it 

was that took Paul to that land where centuries before God had given the law to Moses on Mt. Sinai as 

the Israelites made their way to the promised land, we aren’t told.  It’s possible that it was there that he 

received further instruction from the Lord, preparing Him for the mission that lay ahead of him.   

And what was that mission?  We heard a summary of it in the words that Jesus spoke to him on 

that road to Damascus.  I am sending you to [the Gentiles] to open their eyes and turn them from 

darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins 

and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.  To lead the people of the world from 

darkness into light.  That was the mission with which Paul had been entrusted.  Since God had appeared 

to Abraham nearly two thousand years before, His dealings in this world had been predominantly with 

Abraham’s descendants.  Predominantly, but not entirely.  In his sermon on Mars Hill, Paul would point 

out to the men and women of Athens how God had demonstrated His power and intelligence both in 

creation and in the history of nations so that people would realize that an intelligent and powerful being 

is in charge of the universe.  It was God’s intention, Paul reveals, that this realization should lead people 

to seek God, reach for Him, and find Him (Acts 17:24-27).  

In his letter to the church in Rome, Paul would write of another sign that God had given to all 

people of all nations to lead them to seek Him out, the conscience.  God’s law, written on the hearts of 

every human being convicts them when they do wrong, testifying that there is a higher power they must 

answer to (Romans 2:14-15).  But while the human conscience and the glories of Creation leave us all 

with a natural knowledge of God, they cannot convey to us who He is, what kind of God He is, nor what 

He has done for us through His Son.  That knowledge comes only through the revelation of God’s Word.  



And it was with that Word that Paul was being sent forth into the world to turn people from the darkness 

of their spiritual blindness to the light of the Gospel, the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

God’s eternal plan, which once had been a mystery even to the angels, was now being revealed 

through the work of men and women like Paul, Christians, members of God’s household going out into 

the world with the peace-bringing, forgiveness-proclaiming message of reconciliation to God through 

Jesus the Messiah.  As a result, the Gentile people—like those in Ephesus to whom Paul was writing—

were being built together along with the nation of Israel into God’s Church.  This was an incredible 

moment in the history of salvation and Paul wanted these Gentile believers to be able to grasp just how 

great God’s love for them was.   

Last week we heard the end of the second chapter of his letter, Consequently, you are no 

longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 

household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 

chief cornerstone (Ephesians 2:19-20). 

As he starts the third chapter, Paul wants to pray that God would strengthen the Ephesians to see 

all the clearer the wonders of God’s love for them.  For this reason, he begins in 3:1, since you now 

also have become members of God’s family, I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles…  “I pray for you to grow in faith and in love for one another,” is what he wants to say, but he 

stops first to explain what he meant by calling himself a prisoner for their sake.  

And that’s where we get our text from this morning:  2 Surely you have heard about the 

administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to 

me by revelation, as I have already written briefly.  4 In reading this, then, you will be able to 

understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other 

generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets.  6 This 

mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of 

one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.  
7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working 

of his power.  8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: 

to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the 

administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all 

things.  10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal 

purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  12 In him and through faith in him we 

may approach God with freedom and confidence.  13 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged 

because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory.  

Paul rejoiced in the role that he had been given in revealing the mysteries of God’s grace to 

people lost in the darkness of sin.  Even if it meant his imprisonment, even still if it meant his death, he 

could yet rejoice because he who had himself been called out of darkness into the light of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, had been able to share that light with people the people of this world.   

As we grow in the knowledge of the love God has for us, may we too, despite the repercussions 

it may bring, find joy in sharing the news of that love with all who need to hear it. 

Amen. 


